24-8                                 CORPORATE  SATYAGRAHA

Ben cay province to the territory of the neighbouring  Baroda

Gsnd]i:ji recommends hijrat to those who feel oppressed,
cannot live without loss of self-respect in a particular place and
kck the strength that comes from true non-violence or the
caTX.city to defend themselves violently.123

Thus if civil disobedience fires the blood-lust of the tyrant,
and his terror and oppression become unbearable and are likely
to make satyagrahis angry or weak, Gandhiji's suggestion to the
latter is self-imposed exile from the tyrant's territory even at
the cost of hearth and home and all other earthly belongings.
But such a step should not be taken thoughtlessly as a dramatic
gesture. It must be taken only when it so hurts the satyagrahi's
moral being to submit to the tyrant's wrongdoing that he would
rather die than lose his self-respect.124

Hijrat was his advice to the satyagrahis of Bardoli in 1928
and of Linibdi, Junagadh and Vithalgadh in 1939.125 jn 1935^ he
advised the Harijans of Kavitha to migrate, as the caste Hindus
of the place were regularly terrorizing over them and this had
caused extreme despondency among the Harijans.126

Obviously the bravest course for satyagrahis would be
cheerfully to suffer the worst repression and melt the heart of
the evil-doer. But this lacking, there is nothing wrong, dis-
honourable, or cowardly in self-imposed exile. It is the non-vio-
lent way out of an unbearable plight. As a form of non-co-opera-
tion the technique is of a very limited value when employed
against a State. The State may not permit the migration of the
people en masse. Even if it does, approximate unanimity,
essential for the success of non-co-operation, is difficult in the
case of hijrat due to man's innate love for his hearth and home.
Within big States, however, minorities in particular areas, dis-
contented with the dominant social group, may seek relief by
intra-State migration.
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